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President’s Message

Congratulations to Barbara Adam for planning a great 
October program.  I think we all learned a lot from 
Lynwood Blackmon’s clear explanations of the “hows” 
and “whys” of pruning.  I know I’m going to feel a lot 
more confident next spring when I tackle pruning my 
boxwoods!  


The November program proves to be just as interesting 
and informative.  Cindy Hodges, who is a master 
beekeeper and President of the Metro Atlanta 
Beekeepers Association, will be our speaker.  The 
meeting is at Frances Bowen’s house.  It’s a great 
opportunity to learn about these important pollinators.  
Hope to see you there.


	 	 	 	 	 	 — Sandy
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Upcoming Garden 
Club Events  

Shenandoah Rose Garden Club 
Meeting 

Thursday, Nov. 12, 10 am 

2624 Whiteleigh Drive, Atlanta 

“Honey Bees, Plants and People 
Working Together” 

Presented by Cindy Hodges, 
President, Metro Atlanta 
Beekeepers Association 

Leading Lights Luncheon 

Thursday, Nov. 19, 10 am—2 pm 

Callanwolde Fine Arts Center 

Shopping, Catered Lunch, 
Fashion Show by Chico’s 
Perimeter Mall, Raffle and Door 
Prizes 

$30/person.  Reservation 
deadline: Nov. 10 

Garden Center Grounds Clean-
Up Day 

Saturday, Nov. 14, 9 am — noon 

ROSE PETALS 
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Leading Lights Luncheon 
DeKalb Federation’s annual Leading Lights Luncheon is 
on Nov. 19.  If you haven’t registered yet, please do so 
quickly.  Attendance is limited and spaces are filling up 
quickly.  Contact Beth Wielege ASAP if you want to 
reserve a spot.  Cost is $30.  

Shopping begins at 10 am, followed by lunch at 11:30 
and a fashion show by Chico’s Perimeter Mall at noon.  
We will be donating a basket (“Mama’s in the Kitchen”) 
for the raffle.

Callanwolde Planters

On Oct. 5, Vickey, Deanna, Karen, Rachel and Sandy 
replanted the annuals in the concrete planters at 
Callanwolde.  We used regular (upright) and trailing 
pansies in a variety of colors, along with yellow and pink 
snapdragons.  The snapdragons are a new addition to 
the fall planters and it should be interesting to see how 
well they overwinter.  While it was very overcast, 
thankfully we were able to get the planting finished 
without rain.  
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Million Pollinator 
Garden Challenge  

NGC has been invited to be an 
Inaugural Network Partner of the 
National Pollinator Garden 
Network, which was recently 
formed to help establish one 
million gardens to assist in 
restoring critical pollinator 
population recovery in the 
United States. 

The Garden Club of Georgia has 
issued a request that members 
register their gardens.  To do so, 
go to: 
http://share.pollinator.org/ 

When completing the 
registration, please enter the 
following information: 

Organization: Garden Club of 
GA, member of NGC 
Description: Statewide 
organization of garden clubs that 
promote all garden related 
issues.  Mission statement:  
Beautification, Education and 
Conservation. 
Type:  Home garden (select from 
drop-down list; can also register 
community garden) 
Size: select from drop-down list 
How did you find out? National 
Garden Clubs, Inc.  (This is 
important so that NGC can track 
how many members have 
registered their gardens.) 

You can upload images of your 
garden, but photos are not 
required for registration. 

http://share.pollinator.org/
http://share.pollinator.org/
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Redbud District Fall Meeting

The Redbud District Fall Meeting was held on Oct. 15 at 
Dunaway Gardens in Newnan.  While Deanna, Frances, 
Vickey and Sandy had quite an adventure getting there 
(two sets of incorrect directions!), the trip proved very 
worthwhile.  The weather was absolutely beautiful, 
which was fortunate since the meeting was outdoors.  
Dunaway Gardens has a very interesting history as a 
theatrical training grounds in the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s.  
Minnie Pearl got her start there and Walt Disney was a 
frequent visitor.  After years of neglect, the garden was 
restored by the current owner, Jennifer Bigham.  


After her presentation on the history of the garden, 
Jennifer gave us a guided tour.  Incredible views, 
beautiful trees and lots and lots of stone sidewalks and 
steps!


Redbud District Awards were presented during the 
meeting.  Our newsletter received 2nd place.  We also 
received Standard of Excellence and Patron of 
Scholarship certificates.   
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Atlanta Area 
Gardening Events  

Atlanta Botanical Garden 

Garden Lights 

Nov. 14 — Jan. 9, 5 — 10 pm 

Atlanta Botanical Garden — 
Gainesville location 

Nature Connects: Art with Lego 
Bricks  

through Jan. 3 

Gibbs Gardens  

Japanese Maple Festival  

November 7, 8, 14 and 15 

Georgia Perennial Plant 
Association Meeting 

The Atlanta History Center, 
McElreath Hall, 130 West Paces 
Ferry Road, Atlanta 

“The Wonderful World of 
Daffodils” 

Nov. 17, 7:30 pm 
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Japanese Maples Glow in November


Japanese maples are beautiful year-round, but they really 
shine in fall.  By early to mid-November in Atlanta, fall color 
has usually fully developed.  Leaves of bright yellow, gold, 
orange or red combine with graceful plant form for stunning 
displays.

There are over 700 cultivars of Japanese maple in cultivation.  
While most belong to the species Acer palmatum, selections 
of A. burgerianum, A. japonica, A. shirasawanum and A. 
sieboldianum are also called by this common name.  
Cultivars vary in leaf color, leaf shape, plant form and plant 
size.  Cultivars are usually divided into red- and green-leaf 
categories, but there are many differences within these 
groups.  The leaves of some red-leafed cultivars may turn 
green by mid-summer, while others keep their red coloration 
all season.  Among the green-leafed cultivars, there are 
plants with white and/or pink variegation.  Dissectum cultivars 
have leaves in which the lobes are deeply divided, or 
dissected, giving them a very fine texture; these are 
sometimes referred to a lace-leaf forms.  Almost all of the 
dissected-leaf cultivars have a mounded growth habit and 
rarely exceed 3 to 4 feet in height.  Some upright cultivars 
may reach 25 feet in height and spread .

Japanese maples grow best when planted in an area that 
gets morning sun and afternoon shade.  In general, the 
dissectum cultivars require more shade than the non-
dissectum types.  As with azalea, Japanese maples should 
be planted high in our heavy clay soils.  They are shallow-
rooted, so it is important to water them during dry periods.  A 
layer of mulch will help retain moisture.  Keep water off 
foliage when watering on a hot, sunny day as this can cause 
leaves to burn.  

Gibbs Gardens has over 2000 Japanese maples, so it’s a 
great place to check out cultivars you may be interested in 
growing in your own lawn.  

For purchasing Japanese maples, garden centers like Pikes, 
Ashe-Simpson and Family Tree Nursery have good 
selections of the more widely-grown cultivars.  For a wider 
range of choices, you may want to visit Maple Ridge Nursery 
in Decatur, which lists several hundred cultivars on their 
webpage (japanesemaplesandconifers.com).  Regardless of 
which cultivar you choose, it’s sure to brighten up your 
November garden!
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 ‘Crimson Queen’ 

‘Waterfall’  

‘Sango Kaku’ 

‘Hana Matoi’ 

http://japanesemaplesandconifers.com

