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ROSE PETALS 

MAY SHENANDOAH ROSE MEETING  

On May 7, we will be going to Colonial Farms Nursery in Stockbridge.  Owners Bud and 
Diane Martin are hosta experts and have one of the largest collections of hostas in the area.    
The Martins will tell us about their operation and then give us a tour of the nursery.  We will 
be able to purchase plants while we are there.  In fact, they will be opening the nursery to 
the public for two weeks beginning May 9, so we get first pick!  This should be a very 
interesting field trip.  Feel free to bring a guest.


Earlier that day, we will assemble Mother’s Day corsages for Meadowbrook Nursing Home.  
Those members who are available to help will meet at Sandy’s at 10:00.  We have been 
asked to provide 60 corsages this year.  Vickey is picking up all the materials, so all you 
need to bring are wire cutters and scissors.  Several of our members will be at Federation 
board meeting that morning, but will come directly to Sandy’s after they finish.  When they 
arrive (probably around noon), Sandy will serve lunch.  We will start our business meeting 
during lunch; if we don’t get finished, the Martin’s have offered us the use of their patio after 
the nursery tour and we can finish up then.
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We need to leave for Stockbridge by 1:20.  Please tell your guests to arrive at Sandy’s (2983 
Shenandoah Valley Rd.) by 1:15.  The address of the nursery is 5305 Alexanders Lake 
Drive, Stockbridge.  Directions will be emailed next week.  Let’s try to figure out our car 
pool arrangements prior to Thursday, so we’ll be sure to have enough drivers.  


May Federation Meeting 

The final Federation meeting before summer break will be on May 28.  Susan Turner will 
speak on "What Makes a Special Exhibit Entry – Special?”.   She will talk about the basics 
of entering an Educational Exhibit and how it may be used in other garden club 
applications.  Youth entries will also be discussed in preparation for the upcoming 44th 
Annual Redbud District Yellow Daisy Flower Show.  Following the program, current Club 
Presidents and former Federation Presidents will be recognized for their service.


Upcoming Luncheon for Betty Thompson


You have all probably heard that Betty Thompson is moving — to Atlanta, Illinois of all 
places!  There will be a going-away luncheon for her on May 8 at Petite Auberge.  If you are 
interested in going, let Rigby Duncan know by May 4.  Seating is limited, so if you want to 
wish her goodbye, you should make your reservations quickly.  Lunch begins at 11:30 and 
is $28.  Contact Rigby (404-321-1733; whatarig@aol.com) for more information.


APRIL MEETING AND TOUR OF HALL’S FLOWER SHOP 

Due to a series of scheduling conflicts, our April meeting was split between two dates.  
Deanna did a great job of last minute juggling to ensure that we had a great program.  We 
are lucky to have had such a resilient program chair.  After everything she went through to 
get the April meeting organized, she’s bound to be glad to be turning this responsibility over 
to someone else!


Our business meeting was held on April 2.  Thanks to Frances for graciously offering to 
host the meeting at her house when our original plans fell through.  We used the time to 
discuss plans for the next two years, including budget, projects, meeting time and 
programs.  Deanna provided a wonderful coconut cake for the meeting — it’s just a shame 
that she had to go into debt to get it for us!  (Remember that David’s Bakery doesn’t take 
credit cards for their cakes.)  Barbara M., Barbara A., Frances, Sandy, Vickey, Deanna, 
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Peggy and Karen were in attendance.  We also had two 
guests, Ann Shirk and Faye Waters.


We met at Hall’s Flower Shop in Stone Mountain on April 9.  
Marie Forrester presented a program on “Yes, You Can Use 
What You Have”.  She gave some great ideas for using 
items you already have in your house to make creative 
floral designs.  She’s found ways to use almost all common 
household items you can think of — including packing 
materials like styrofoam & bubble wrap.  After her 
presentation, we toured the garden center.  Great selection 
and quality of plants!  Several of us left with plants for our 
gardens.


Barbara M., Frances, Deanna, Sandy, Vickey and Faye attended the program at Hall’s.  We 
also had several guests:  Mary Ann Kuettner (Barbara Maaskant’s neighbor); Darla Howard 
(Deanna’s daughter); and, Kennedy Howard (Deanna’s granddaughter).  


AWARDS, AWARDS, AWARDS! 

The DeKalb Federation Awards Luncheon was held on April 23 and we did fantastic!  
Awards are listed below, but just to summarize:  we received 9 awards (eight 1st place and 
one 3rd place); we had more total awards that any other club; we had more 1st place 
awards that any other club; and, we received an award for each category in which we 
submitted an entry (plus three others that didn’t require an application).  Way to go!!  An 
amazing feat, especially considering the small size of our club.


We also received a 100% Attendance Award 
and a Certificate for Standard of Excellence.  
Frances, Sandy and Deanna were 
recognized as Garden Center Volunteers and 
Frances was presented with a special 
Certificate for Exceptional Service to the 
Garden Center.  It seemed like as soon as 
one of us sat down, another had to get up to 
accept the next award!  Everyone should be 
congratulated on their hard work throughout 
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the year.  Many thanks to Barbara Maaskant for doing such a wonderful job as Awards 
Chair and to Vickey Cooper for her great leadership


Shenandoah Rose members in attendance at the Awards Luncheon were Barbara A., 
Barbara M., Sandy, Frances, Ann and Deanna.


OUT WITH THE OLD . . . 
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Awards Received by Shenandoah Rose Garden Club  

at the 2015 DeKalb Federation Awards Luncheon 

1st place — North Decatur Garden Club Attendance Award (award #1)


3rd place — Sagamore Hills Garden Club Program Award (award #4)


1st place — Smoke Rise Garden Club Horticulture Study/Activity Award (award #18)


1st place — Garden Center Participation Award (award #21)


1st place — Jean Johnson Givens Library Award (award #23)


1st place — Jackie Payne Gavel Award (award #24)


1st place — Smoke Rise Morning Glories Special Achievement Award (award #33)


1st place — DeKalb Federation Website Award (award #35)


1st place — Dunwoody Garden Center Newsletter Award (#36)


The pansies, dusty miller and Rumex in the 
Callanwolde planters did really well this year.  
They were beautiful during our anniversary tea 
last November and have brightened up the 
entrance to the garden center this spring.  
They were still looking so good it was hard to 
pull them up.  (Actually, it was literally hard to 
pull the Rumex out of the planters.  It had 
quite a root system!)




Newsletter of the Shenandoah Rose Garden Club May 2015

                                                     . . . AND IN WITH THE NEW 
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But on April 30, Sandy, Vickey, Deanna, Karen 
and Rachel met at Callanwolde, forced 
ourselves to pull the pansies, and planted 
summer annuals.  This year we used 
Angelonia, annual vinca, Calibrachoa, and 
purple fountain grass.  The plants were huge 
and the planters already look full and colorful.  
Hopefully, this combination of plants will 
prove not only to be beautiful, but also heat- 
and drought-tolerant.

2015 Summer Annuals 

Angelonia — also known as summer snapdragon.  Rated by Southern Living as one of the 
ten best plants to “beat the heat”.  We planted white, but also available with blue or purple 
flowers.  Grows 12-14 inches tall with upright spires of flowers.  This was our “thriller” in the 
rectangular and square planters.


Purple fountain frass (Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’) — drought-resistant grass with 
maroon foliage and plumes of rose red flowers.  This was the “thriller” in the round planters.


Annual vinca (Catharanthus roseus) — one of the most drought-tolerant annuals.  We 
planted ‘Sunstorm Light Blue’, a lavendar-flowered cultivar that grows 8-10 inches tall.  This 
was our “filler”.


Calibrachoa — also known as Million Bells.  Looks like a miniature trailing petunia, but 
available in a wider range of flower colors (white, pink, lavender, purple, yellow, red, orange 
and almost anything in between).  Flowers all summer and does not require deadheading or 
cutting back.  Great trailing plant for containers and hanging baskets.  We planted 
‘MiniFamous Compact Watermelon’, a bright coral-colored cultivar.  This was our “spiller”.
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ATLANTA GARDENING EVENTS FOR MAY 

ATLANTA BOTANICAL GARDEN — The special exhibit “Bruce Munro: Light in the Garden” 
opens May 2 and runs through October 3.  The exhibit features unique installations created 
from hundreds of miles of optic fiber. Munro is a British artist internationally acclaimed for 
his use of light as an artistic medium.


The ABG is sponsoring a “Gardens for Connoisseurs Tour” on May 9 — 10, 10 am — 5 pm.  
$25 in advance, $30 day of tour.  Features 12 spectacular private gardens in the Atlanta 
area.


The grand opening of the Gainesville location of the ABG is May 2 and 3.  Located on land 
donated by Charles and Lessie Smithgall, this second location of the ABG is destined to be 
one of the largest and most diverse woodland gardens in the country.  Complete with a 
visitor center, outdoor gardens, a model train garden and an amphitheater, it will also host 
exhibitions, events, and educational programs. The Garden has already developed a 
sophisticated horticultural operation and the largest conservation nursery in the Southeast 
on the property.  Endangered plants will be propagated on the site for the conservation 
program.


 
AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB OF GREATER ATLANTA SHOW AND SALE — May 9, 10 am — 5 
pm.  North Dekalb Mall.


GWINNETT COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION GARDEN TOUR  — May 16, 
10 am — 5 pm.  $15 in advance, $20 day of tour.  For more information go to: 
www.gwinnettmastergardeners.com


TUCKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S ANNUAL GARDEN TOUR — May 16, 9 am — 5 pm.  
$12 in advance, $15 day of tour.  4898 Lavista Road, Tucker.
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