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ROSE PETALS 



MARCH SHENANDOAH ROSE MEETING  

Our next meeting will be at Barbara Adam’s house (2958 
Danbyshire Ct.) on March 5 at 1:00 pm.  We will have our 
luncheon first and then initiate our new officers for 2015-17.  
Please contact Barbara A. to let her know what you will bring 
to the luncheon.  So far, we have tuna salad, chicken salad, 
cheese straws, orange & avocado salad, and a non-chocolate 
dessert.  Some suggested dishes are a vegetable-based salad 
and a chocolate dessert.  Please notice the change in time 
from our regular schedule.


MARCH FEDERATION MEETING 

The February Federation Meeting was cancelled due to the weather.  The annual Federation Life 
Member Luncheon will now be held on March 26.  The board members will be providing the food for 
the luncheon, so there is no charge.  Let’s hope that cold weather and snow are but a distant 
memory by then and that we have a nice spring day for the luncheon!


 

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR FEBRUARY 
MEETING 

Our February meeting was held at the Callanwolde Garden 
Center.  The program was given by Alice, who is the Volunteer 
Librarian for the Federation Library.  Alice passed out a booklet 
that lists the library’s holdings and explained how the books 
were arranged (according to her, not by the Dewey Decimal 
System, but by the Alice System).  We then toured the library, 
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picking out books of interest and sharing them with the rest of the group.  This was a great 
opportunity to see the many resources offered by the library.  Alice did a delightful job of decorating 
the conference room and provided us with two cakes and an assortment of beverages — no one 
should have left this meeting hungry!  In addition to Alice, Barbara M., Barbara A., Sandy, Deanna 
and Vickey were present.


 

ATLANTA GARDENING EVENTS FOR 
MARCH 

GIBBS GARDENS  — The 4th annual Daffodil Festival 
runs March 1 through April 15.  More than 20 million 
daffodil blossoms open during this 6-week period.  
According to Southern Living magazine, Gibbs Gardens 
has “the largest display of daffodils this side of Holland”.  


GEORGIA IRIS SOCIETY MEETING — The Georgia 
Iris Society will meet on Saturday, March 14 at 2-4 pm at 
St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church, 1790 Lavista Road.  
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SPRING ATLANTA HOME SHOW — The 37th annual Spring Atlanta Home Show will be held 
March 20-22 at the Cobb Galleria Centre.


DEKALB MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION MEETING — The DeKalb Master Gardener 
Association will meet on March 23, 6-7:30 pm at the Northlake-Barbara Loar Library.  Tony Gobert 
will be talking about “Square-Foot Gardening”.   The talk is free and open to the public.


ATLANTA BOTANICAL GARDEN — Orchid Days continues to April 12.  March 7-8 is an Orchid 
Days Weekend, during which vendors will have orchid plants, supplies, orchid art, jewelry and more 
for sale.  Other activities this month are an Orchid Care Clinic on March 7 and an Orchid Society 
Show on March 13-15.


More than 300,000 bulbs, including 41,500 tulips, welcome spring during Atlanta Blooms! at the 
Atlanta Botanical Gardens.  As part of the Daffodil Project, a world-wide effort memorializing 
children killed during the Holocaust, 1000 new Narcissus bulbs have been added to the Garden. 
This event runs during March and April, with peak bloom periods dependent on weather.


NOTEWORTHY PLANTS — CAMELLIA 

The genus Camellia is comprised of 100 — 250 species of evergreen shrubs and small trees, all of 
which are native to Asia.  The most economically important species is C. sinensis, whose leaves are 
used to make tea.  Many species are of ornamental value, of which the most widely grown are C. 
sasanqua, C. japonica and their hybrids.  Camellia oleifera, C. sinensis and C. reticulata are often 
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used in hybridizing to bring specific genetic traits such as flower color or size, plant shape, or flower 
fragrance into landscape varieties.  

Camellia sasanqua is also known as the Christmas or Yuletide camellia.  Plants grow 1.5 to 12 feet 
tall and vary in form from upright and densely bushy to low and spreading.  The leaves are dark 
green, shiny and about 2 inches long.  The flowers are mostly single or semi-double, and 2 to 3 
inches in diameter.  Color ranges from red to pink to white. Individual flowers only live a short time, 
but abundant new flowers soon replace them.  Most C. sasanqua cultivars flower in late fall to early 
winter.  Two popular cultivars are ‘Yuletide’ (below, left) and ‘Jean May’ (below, right).


Camellia japonica, common or Japanese camellia, usually grows 6 to 12 feet with a spread of 6 to 
10 feet.  The dark-green leathery leaves are 4 inches long.  The flowers, which range in color from 
white to pink to red, are 3 to 5 inches in diameter.  Flowers may be single, semi-double, double, 
formal double or full peony form.  Depending on cultivar, flowering begins in late winter to early 
spring.  Camellia japonica is slightly more cold hardy than C. japonica but can not tolerate as much 
sun.


Camellias were the topic for the February 2015 meeting of 
the DeKalb Master Gardeners Association.  The speaker was 
Jim Pruckler, who is a former president of the North Georgia 
Camellia Society and has extensive experience growing 
camellias.  He discussed cultivars that have grown and 
flowered well for at least 20 years in his Decatur garden.  He 
mainly emphasized C. japonica.  Unfortunately, he indicated 
that many of his favorites are either not widely available in 
the U.S. or are no longer being commercially produced.  The 
most interesting plant that Jim mentioned that was hard to 
find is ‘Tinsie’ (right), a dwarf cultivar with distinctive, dark 
red flowers.
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Jim also passed on some interesting information on things to consider when selecting a camellia 
cultivar for your garden.  All cultivars mentioned below perform well in Atlanta and are reasonably 
easy to find.


• Flower color patterns in camellias are caused by a virus.  
Sometimes when growth of plants is pushed, the plant can 
out-grow the virus.  When these plants are used in cutting 
propagation, the resulting plants may have flowers with 
reduced amounts of color variation.  Air-layering and grafting 
are better propagation methods for maintaining virus-induced 
stripes and mottling.  A striped cultivar that grows well in 
Atlanta is ‘La Peppermint’ (right).


• If you want to ensure that you have attractive flowers each 
year, make sure you select a cultivar with a long-flowering 
period.  That way, even though some flowers may get killed by 
a cold snap, others will open when the weather warms up.  
This is particularly important with white-flowered cultivars 
because their flowers often turn an unattractive brown when 
cold-damaged or old.  Jim recommends ‘White 
Empress’ (right).


• Camellia japonica cultivars that flower early in the season are more likely to have the flowers 
killed by freezing weather than those that flower later.  However, the early-flowering cultivars 
provide color in the garden at a time when nothing else is in bloom and the late-flowering 
camellias have to compete with azaleas for attention.  A couple of good early-flowering cultivars 
are ‘Magnoliaflora' (top left) and ‘High Hat’ (top middle).  Jim recommends ‘Betty Sheffield 
Supreme’ (top right) and ‘Bob Hope’ (bottom left) for mid-season flowers and ‘Dr. 
Tinsley’ (bottom middle) and ‘Bob Hope’ (bottom right) for late-season bloom.
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• Camellias may flower better when in a sheltered location.  Jim said that there are many cultivars 
that don’t flower well in his garden, which is on top of a hill and exposed to cold winds.  These 
same plants flower well a few miles from his house at Woodlands Garden.


Growing conditions for camellia are similar to that of azaleas and rhododendrons — morning sun or 
dappled shade and acidic, well-drained soil.  Too much shade will reduce flowering, while exposure 
to hot, afternoon sun will burn leaves and weaken plants.  Plant a few inches above ground level in 
soil that has been amended with organic matter.  When feeding, use a fertilizer labeled for azaleas 
and other acid-loving plants.
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