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ROSE PETALS 
UPCOMING 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION  

It’s almost time for our 50th anniversary celebration!  
Invitations have been sent out, RSVPs received and 
food assignments made.  We will meet at 10:30 am to 
get ready for the event.  We’re hoping for a good 
turnout of both members and guests.

!
LEADING LIGHTS LUNCHEON 

The 2014 DeKalb Federation Leading Lights Luncheon will be held on Thursday, November 20 from 
10 am to 1:30 pm.  Shopping begins at 10:00 with lunch starting at 11:30.  There will a fashion show 
by Stein Mart Dunwoody during the luncheon.  This will be followed by raffles for baskets donated 
by our member clubs as well as donations from several businesses.  The cost for the luncheon is 
$30 and reservations are due by November 13.  The registration form is included at the end of this 
newsletter.  Reservations should be mailed to Beth Wielage.


Shenandoah Rose will be donating a basket for the Leading Lights raffle.  The theme of the basket 
is “Let’s Party”.  Deanna will be putting the basket together, so get your items to her as soon as 
possible.  You can bring them to the Anniversary Celebration.  Some suggested items are clever 
food items, a bottle of wine, speciality coffee and/or tea, snack mixes, napkins, plates, etc. 


Speaking of gift baskets, Karen passed on a list she received of suggested themes and items for 
raffle baskets.  Among these were:  Tea Lover’s Basket (tea, cups, cookies); Chocolate Lover’s 
Basket (this one is self-explanatory!), Wine and Cheese Basket (wine, glasses, bottle opener, an 
assortment of cheeses, cheese board, cheese knife); Gardening Basket (seeds, plants, books, 
tools); Spa Basket (soaps, lotions, wash cloths, scented candles); Winter Holiday Basket 
(ornaments, food items, decorative accessories); Kitchen Basket (kitchen gadgets, cookbooks, 
recipes); and, Coffee Lover’s Basket (cups, mugs, specialty coffee, biscotti).  Thanks to Karen for 
passing these ideas along!  We’ll keep them in mind for the next basket we put together.
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BAN THE BAG 

November is “Ban the Bag” month.  Please use reusable cloth bags 
when you go shopping this month.  Keep track of how many plastic bags 
you don’t use each day this month.  One way of doing this is to estimate 
how many plastic bags you normally bring home from each trip the 
grocery store, etc.  Write the numbers down because we will turn in the 
total for the club next month.


RECAP OF OCTOBER EVENTS


OCTOBER SHENANDOAH ROSE MEETING — Our October meeting was held at Deanna 
McFarlan’s house.  The guest speaker was Mickey Gazaway, Environmental Horticulturist, Master 
Gardener and Garden Club Coordinator for Pike Nurseries.  Mickey brought a ton of plants with her 
that add winter interest to the garden.  She had lots of 
good gardening hints, including the following:


When fertilizing pansies, choose a fertilizer 
that has at least some of its nitrogen in the 
form of nitrate.  (This should be specified on 
the label.)  If you want to use a slow-release 
fertilizer, she suggests the Osmocote with the 
pink label.  Using a water-soluble fertilizer, 
such as Miracle-Gro, is also a good idea with 
pansies.


Cilantro does well when planted in the fall.  In 
the summer it often goes to seed quickly, but 
will last longer during cool fall weather.


When planting ornamental cabbage or kale that has gotten leggy, you can plant it low so as 
to cover the bare bottom of the stem (similar to how you plant tomatoes).


A full sun location in Atlanta gardens means any area that gets 5 hours of sun, with at least 3 
of those hours in the afternoon.


Many thanks to Mickey for giving such an interesting and informative talk.  The meeting was very 
well attended.  All members, with the exception of Emily who had to work and sent Howie in her 
place, were there.  Several visitors were also present for the program.
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REDBUD DISTRICT MEETING — The 2014 Redbud District 
meeting was held on October 16 in Jackson.  Barbara M., Sandy, 
Frances, Alice, Peggy and Vickey were present.  Our club received the 
Grace Chandler Attendance Award, given to the club whose 
membership is 20 members or less having the highest percentage of 
members in attendance.  Deanna also received the Redbud Star of 
Excellence.  Congratulations to the club and to Deanna!


The speaker was Margot Shaw, founder 
and editor-in-chief of Flower magazine.  
She presented a series of slides 
showing photos from some recent 
issues of her magazine.  Alice 
graciously donated a Christmas-
themed basket for the raffle.  Many thanks to her and to The Scott 
Company who donated bags of potting soil to attendees. 


!
 

!
OCTOBER DEKALB FEDERATION MEETING —The 
guest speaker for the October 23 Federation meeting was 
John Grady Burns, who is a noted flower arranger, book 
author and teacher of floral design at Halls Atlanta Floral 
Design School.  He gave an excellent presentation showing 
how you could use a minimal number of flowers with items 
you have in your home to create beautiful arrangements.  His 
arrangement in an urn with tree branches, hydrangeas, roses, 
etc. would work in any decor and did not seem difficult to 
make.  He also used an assortment of blue and white pottery 
to make an autumn design and showed how it could easily 
be converted to a Christmas display.  He’s obviously a very 
talented man and a great instructor!


John handed out information on classes at Halls Atlanta Floral Design School.  They offer both 3-
week primary classes and 1-day specialty classes.  More information and their schedule can be 
found at:  http://hallsatlanta.com/design-school/.
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!
CALLANWOLDE PLANTERS 

On October 27, Vickey, Alice and Sandy planted fall annuals in 
the Callanwolde planters.  We used regular pansies, trailing 
pansies, violas, dusty miller and Rumex.  Rumex was a new 
plant to all of us.  It has dark green leaves with bright red 
stripes.  It was included in the planters for height and foliage.  
We replaced old soil in the planters using the potting soil we got 
at the district meeting plus a bag that Alice donated.  


Frances came by after dropping her son at the MARTA station.  
Apparently planting pansies was too tame for her because she 
decided to clean the gutters of the garden center instead.  Think 
she’s available for hire??


!
WEBSITES OF INTEREST 

During the District meeting, we were given urls and passwords for two websites you may be 
interested in visiting.  They are:


National Garden Clubs members section; www.gardenclub.org (username: member; password: 
world)


Garden Club of Georgia Guide; www.gardenclub.uga.edu/guide 
(username: guide; password: grow1315)


CONTRIBUTION 

We received a nice thank you note and beautiful certificate from the 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. for a donation we made to the Penny Pines 
Program.


CALENDARS 

The 2015 Garden Club of Georgia engagement calendars are now 
available.  They are $8.56 each (with tax).  Check with Peggy if you are 
interested in purchasing one (or more).  Revenue from the calendars supports the Scholarship Fund.
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ATLANTA GARDENING EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER 

ATLANTA BOTANICAL GARDEN — 
The Atlanta Botanical Garden’s holiday 
light display opens on November 15.  A 
visit will help get you in the holiday 
spirit!


On Thursday, November 6 at 7 pm, the 
Atlanta Botanical Garden is hosting 
Steven Foster, who will present a talk on 
“Medicinal Plants and the Civil War”.  He will discuss how more than 400 native and naturalized 
medicinal plants and other botanical resources gained new focus in the South during the Civil War. 


GIBBS GARDENS — Gibbs Gardens will hold its 2nd annual “Japanese Arts and Culture Festival” 
on Nov. 1 and 2.  We’re beginning to see color in the maples around Atlanta, so this would be a 
good time to take a trip up to Gibbs Gardens to see their Japanese maple collection.


NOTEWORTHY PLANTS 

This is part of series of articles about noteworthy plants for Atlanta gardens.  The focus is on plants 
(or new cultivars of old-time favorites) that are fairly new to the market but have been around long 
enough to be tested and found to be deserving of a place in our gardens.  This month’s plant is 
loropetaum, an evergreen that provides yearlong interest in the garden. 
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!
Loropetalum (Loropetalum chinense), which is also known as Chinese fringe-flower, is a member of 
the Witchhazel family.  Native to China, the green-leafed, white-flowered form of loropetalum was 
introduced to the U.S. in 1880 but was not well-known until the purple-leafed, pink-flowered form 
was introduced over a hundred years later.  In approximately the last 25 years, loropetalum has 
become a staple in the southern garden.  It is noted for its evergreen habit, deep-colored foliage, 
and masses of vibrant, fringed flowers.  Ease of growth and lack of major pest problems also 
contribute to its desirability.  The main floral display is in April but it may produce sporadic flowers 
through fall.  


Loropetalum can be grown as a hedge, in a border or as a specimen plant.  Small-statured cultivars 
can be used as ground covers, while taller forms can be pruned tree-form.  While the green-leafed 
cultivars are not as popular or as showy as the ones with purple foliage, they are still very attractive 
when viewed up close.  Loropetalum can be grown in almost any soil except one that stays 
constantly moist; it also does not like alkaline conditions.  It can be grown in full to partial sun.  
Although it can be pruned to control size or to remove lower branches, it does not require regular 
pruning.


Several new cultivars of loropetalum have been introduced recently.  One of the primary traits that is 
considered desirable in loropetalum is compact habit.  Loropetalum is one of those plants that 
demonstrates why the term “compact” is relative among garden plants.  Loropetalum chinense can 
grow 10 to 15 feet tall with a similar or slightly larger width.  Some cultivars, such as ‘Ruby’, that 
were introduced as compact are considerably smaller than the species.  However, most gardeners 
are looking for a plant smaller than 6 feet tall when they buy a “compact” plant.  Breeders are also 
looking for plants in which the foliage maintains its purple coloration throughout the heat of the 
summer.


Listed below are descriptions of some of the most popular and widely available loropetalum 
cultivars.


CULTIVAR FOLIAGE COLOR FLOWER COLOR SIZE

‘Burgundy' purple turning purplish-green hot pink 6 — 10 feet tall and wide

‘Blush' bronze red turning olive green fuchsia pink 8 feet tall and wide

‘Carolina Midnight’ deep purple fuchsia pink 10-12 feet tall; 6-10 feet 
wide

‘Carolina Moonlight’ green white 4-5 feet tall; slightly wider

‘Crimson Fire’ dark burgundy bright pink 2-3 feet tall and wide

‘Daruma’ reddish-purple; holds color 
fairly well through summer

hot pink 4 feet tall and wide

CULTIVAR
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‘Emerald Snow’ green white 3-4 feet tall and wide

‘Ever Red’ dark red-purple; holds color 
very well throughout summer

red 6 feet tall and wide

‘Plum Delight’ reddish-purple hot pink 10 feet tall; 8 feet wide

‘Purple Pixie’ dark purple, turning purplish 
green

hot pink 1-2 feet tall; 4-5 feet wide

'Purple Diamond’ red-maroon. holds color fairly 
well through summer

bright pink 5 feet tall; 6 feet wide

‘Ruby’ ruby red bright pink 4-6 feet tall and wide

‘Snowmound' green white 1-3feet tall; 2-3 feet wide

‘Zhuzhou Fuchsia’ blackish maroon; holds color 
very well throughout summer

deep pink 10-20 feet tall; can be 
pruned tree form

FOLIAGE COLOR FLOWER COLOR SIZECULTIVAR
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2014 Leading Lights Luncheon Reservation Form Mail Completed 
Reservation Form and Check for $30 Per Person (payable to 

DeKalb Federation) by November 13, 2014 to: 
Beth Wielage, 19 Exeter Road, Avondale Estates, GA 30002-1419 (404) 

294-5765 • bwielage@bellsouth.net !
Name __________________________________________  
Phone ___________________________  
Address_____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________  
E-Mail ________________________________ !
Names of additional individuals included with this reservation (attach 
extra sheet if necessary): 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________ !!!!!
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