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ROSE PETALS 

JANUARY MEETING  

Our next meeting will be held on Jan. 8 at Karen Fishman’s (2713 Braithwood Dr.).  We will be 
making terrariums so you need to bring a glass container, gardening gloves and a tablespoon to 
scoop the materials.  Vickey needs to know who is coming so she can buy the right number of 
plants and other supplies.  Michaels, Hobby Lobby and Home Goods have suitable containers at a 
reasonable price.  This is going to be a fun project, so let’s hope we have a good turnout.  
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JANUARY FEDERATION MEETING 

The upcoming Federation meeting will be held on Jan. 22.  Dawn Hines, DeKalb Master Gardener, 
will be giving a presentation on “Trees of our Lives: Small Native Trees for the Landscape”.  She will 
talk about all aspects of tree care including choosing, planting, pruning and the danger of invasive 
plants.  Georgia tress will be highlighted.


HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR DECEMBER MEETING 

We had a great December meeting.  Vickey’s house was beautifully decorated for Christmas. 
Barbara M., Deanna, Sandy, Frances, Alice, Peggy, Vickey and Phyllis attended the meeting and 
Peggy Maaskant was there as a guest.  As usual, the ornament exchange was a lot of fun.  Our 
members came through with many nice presents for the needy family — thanks to Phyllis for 
working with the Initiative for Affordable Housing to find a family with which we could share the 
Christmas spirit!


ATLANTA GARDENING EVENTS FOR JANUARY 

ATLANTA BOTANICAL GARDEN — Holiday Lights at the Atlanta Botanical Garden has been 
extended to January 10.  USA Today named this one of the top 10 public light displays in the U.S.


GEORGIA IRIS SOCIETY — The Georgia 
Iris Society will host a meeting on January 10 
at 2 pm at the Barbara Loar Northlake Library.  
Kenneth Gohring of the Azalea and 
Rhododendron Society will present a program 
on “Native Plants”.  The meeting is free to all. 


�2



Newsletter of the Shenandoah Rose Garden Club January 2015

NOTEWORTHY PLANTS 

Itoh Peonies 

Most of us have grown peonies at one time or another, but many of us are only familiar with the 
herbaceous peony (Paeonia lactiflora).  While the tree peony (P. rockii) is adapted to the Atlanta area, 
it grows too slowly to be of interest to most gardeners.   There is another great group of peonies 
that are known as intersectional hybrids or Itoh peonies (named after the person who first hybridized 
them, Mr. Toichi Itoh) and were developed from crosses of P. lactiflora and P. rockii.


The Itoh hybrids combine the best features of both parents.  Flower color come from the tree peony 
parent.  They are available in intense shades of yellow, peach and coral.  They have the heavily 
lobed leaves of tree peonies but die to the ground each fall.  Plants are bushier than herbaceous 
peonies.  Probably best of all, they are vigorous growers with strong stems that support the many 
flowers produced on each plant.  Unlike herbaceous peonies, whose leaves often become 
unattractive after flowering, the foliage of the Itoh peony is disease resistant and looks good all 
summer  The only problem with Itoh peonies is their cost and limited availability— since they are 
hard to produce and fairly new to the market, they are expensive and difficult to find.  If you want 
one, start looking at garden centers early in the spring.  Even with a high cost, they seem to sell out 
quickly.
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Growing requirements for the Itoh peony are similar to those for the herbaceous peony.  A 4 inch 
planting from the top of the plant to the soil surface is usually a good depth.  The crown and root 
systems on these plants are often difficult to fit into regularly-shaped planting holes.  Laying the 
plant on a 45° angle often makes planting easier.  Foliage should be cut to the ground at the end of 
the growing season and removed from the garden to avoid disease problems in subsequent years.  


If you want to see a spectacular example of an Itoh hybird, there are a couple planted outside Pike’s 
Nursery at Toco Hills Shopping Center.  They are at the end of the parking lot near the outdoor 
section of the nursery.  The photos below are of one of these plants and was taken in late April this 
past year.  Isn’t the flower color wonderful!
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