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ROSE PETALS 
FEBRUARY SHENANDOAH ROSE 
MEETING  

Our next meeting will be a field trip to the DeKalb 
County Federation of Garden Clubs Library on Feb. 5.  
Alice, who is the Volunteer Librarian for the library, will 
present the program “Know Your Books”.  We will 
each select a favorite book and then share a brief 
review with the members at the end of the visit.  Plan 
on meeting at the Garden Center at 2 pm.





FEBRUARY FEDERATION MEETING 

The annual Federation Life Member Luncheon will be held on 
Feb. 27.  The board members will be providing the food for the 
luncheon, so there is no charge.  Let’s try to have a great 
turnout to honor the members who have worked so hard for 
our clubs!
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HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR JANUARY MEETING 

We started off the year with a great January meeting.  Phyllis graciously offered her house for the 
meeting after a last-minute problem came up.  (Hope Karen is feeling better and was able to get the 
storm damage to her yard cleaned up without too much trouble.)  Vickey talked about all aspects of 
making a successful terrarium — types of containers, proper soil and amendments, watering, and 
plant selection.  At the end of the program, we made terrariums to take home.  Members attending 
were Barbara A., Barbara M., Sandy, Vickey, Phyllis, Peggy and Deanna.  We also had a very special 
guest — Marion Trollope was in town for a visit and was able to attend the meeting.  It was great to 
see her again!


JANUARY FEDERATION MEETING 

Dawn Hines, DeKalb Master Gardener, presented the program at the January Federation meeting.  
She gave a very interesting talk on trees, including how to select a good specimen, proper planting 
and pruning techniques, and the need to consider mature size when selecting a tree.  She 
emphasized the use of small trees native to the Piedmont area of Georgia.  We had seven members 
(Vickey, Barbara A., Barbara M., Sandy, Phyllis, Karen and Deanna) in attendance.
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ATLANTA GARDENING EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 

DEKALB MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION MEETING — The DeKalb Master Gardener 
Association is meeting on Feb. 2, 6 to 7:30 pm at the Barbara-Loar Northlake Library.  Tim Martin, 
past President of the Georgia Perennial Plant Association, will present the talk “Hydrangeas, 
Hibiscus, and Asters . . .Oh My!”  He will discuss how to create the Southern equivalent of a 
traditional English perennial border garden.  The talk is free and open to the public.


NORTH GEORGIA HOME SHOW  — The 18th Annual North Georgia Home Show will be held 
Feb. 6 - 8 at the Gwinnett Center.  For times and schedule, see www.AtlantaHomeShow.com.


ATLANTA BOTANICAL GARDEN — Orchid Days 
is back!  From Feb. 7 to April 12, the ABG will 
showcase orchids in displays inspired by Pop artists 
Andy Warhol, Keith Haring and Roy Lichtenstein.  
During Orchid Days Weekends (Feb. 7 - 8, Mar. 7 - 
8, Apr. 4 - 5), vendors will have orchid plants, 
supplies, expert advice, orchid art, jewelry and more 
for sale.  Other activities this month are an Orchid 
Care Clinic on Feb. 7 and Vanilla Sunday on Feb. 
22.


PERENNIAL PLANT SYMPOSIUM — The 
Georgia Perennial Plant Association, in conjunction 
with the Atlanta Botanical Garden, is sponsoring 
“The Inspired Garden”, a symposium and silent 
auction.  iI will be held in Day Hall at the ABG from 
on Feb. 28 from 8 am to 3:30 pm.  Several renowned 
garden experts will be speaking.  The deadline for registration ($89 non-members) is Feb. 20.  For 
more information see http://www.georgiaperennial.org/events/2015/index.htm.
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NOTEWORTHY PLANTS — HELLEBORE 

Hellebore (Helleborus), also known as Christmas or Lenten Rose, is a very popular plant in the 
Atlanta area.  This evergreen perennial is easy to grow, grows in partial to full shade, flowers in late 
winter to early spring when most of the garden is dormant, and is resistant to both deer and voles.  
What more could you want in a plant? 


There are approximately 20 Helleborus species. The Christmas rose, H. niger, is the earliest-
flowering of the cultivated species.  As its common name implies, it typically flowers around 
Christmas time.  Flowers are pure white, sometimes aging to pale pink.  A few cultivars of H. niger 
are available.


While the Lenten rose is often listed as H. orientalis, it is actually an interspecific hybrid involving H. 
orientalis as one of the parents.  The correct name for Lenten rose is Helleborus × hybridus.  Lenten 
roses flower in early spring, often around Easter.  Flower color ranges from black-purple to red-
purple, to white, pink, and even yellow.  Some of the newest cultivars have different colored 
speckles in the center or edge of the flowers.  The latest creations are double-flowered and 
anemone-flowered forms with a second row of petals.


Hellebores can be propagated by seed, divisions or tissue culture.  Because they are open-
pollinated, hellebores do not come true from seed.  Unless a open-pollinated seedling is in flower 
when purchased, flower color is unpredictable.  Some seed-produced cultivars are actually F1 
hybrids, developed from controlled pollinations of plants selected for superior traits.  Flower color 
and plant form will be fairly predictable in these hybrid seedlings, but there will still be some 
variation among the plants.  The only cultivars with uniform plants are those produced through 
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vegetative propagation.  Propagation through division is slow, so tissue culture is used with the 
newest (and hopefully best) hellebore cultivars.  The type of propagation is reflected in the price of 
the plant, with open-pollinated seedlings being the least expensive and those produced through 
tissue culture costing the most.  The newest cultivars may only be available from mail order 
nurseries.  A couple of good sources for hellebore cultivars are Plants Delight Nursery (http://
plantdelights.ecomm-search.com/search?search=helleborus&submit=SEARCH) and Thimble Farms 
(http://www.thimblefarms.com/hellebore.html).   
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upper left — H. hybridus ‘Golden Locus’; upper right — H. hybridus ‘Peppermint Ice’

lower left — H. niger ‘HGC Josef Lemper’; lower right — H. hybridus ‘Rose Quartz’
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