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    The DeKalb County Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
   

     2015-2017 AWARDS APPLICATION FORM 

AWARD #  11       AWARD NAME  Dial Heights Club of the Year Award   DATE   02/28/17 

SUBMITTED BY (club name)  Shenandoah Rose Garden Club       # OF MEMBERS  16  

CLUB PRESIDENT’S NAME & PHONE #   Sandy Reed, 404-772-2854                         
• This Application form may not be altered. The Application is limited to three printed pages-front 

of pages only. This sheet counts as the first sheet. No report cover, binders or plastic sheets.   
• DeKalb Federation Awards Chairman must receive entries (by mail, electronically or in Garden 

Center) by March 1st. 
•

Please complete each topic, if applicable.  Use numbering as below when completing form. 

1. New project:  Yes_x_No___ Beginning date  March 2016   Completion Date  Feb 2017   
2. Brief summary and objectives of project:   

Shenandoah Rose Garden Club (SRGC) had a very busy and productive 2016-17 
garden club year. Through programs, projects and activities, the club expanded 
awareness and participation in horticulture, design, landscaping and environmental 
efforts.  We participated in numerous community projects. In addition, we were active 
in The DeKalb County Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. (DCFGC), Redbud District, 
Garden Club of Georgia (GCG) and Deep South Region (DSR), often serving in 
leadership roles. Our score of 101 on the DCFGC President’s Report of Activities 
reflects our commitment to garden clubbing. The following is a summary of club 
activities that we believe merit the Dial Heights Club of the Year Award.


Horticulture — In March, Mickey Gazaway from Pike’s Nursery presented a program on 
“Early Spring Gardening”. She brought an array of early-flowering plants with her for 
demonstration.  The following month, Sara Henderson of Oakland Cemetery presented 
a program on the “Flowers of Oakland Cemetery”. This was followed in May by a 
guided tour of Oakland Cemetery. Dr. Terry Frey, who serves as a docent at the 
cemetery and is the husband of member Phyllis Frey, led the tour. In September, 
member Sandy Reed presented a program on “Where Did Get All Those Plants”.  How 
new plants are developed, along with a discussion of exciting new cultivars, was 
highlighted. Member Vickey Cooper led the club on a walking tour of the Tucker Tree 
Walk. The walk includes 37 species of trees, 33 of which are native.


One of our most interesting horticultural programs was held in December. Each 
member was asked to bring an innovative hand tool to the meeting.  The tool could be 
either for gardening or flower arranging.  There was almost no overlap in types of items 
brought and most were truly unusual and useful.


Each newsletter lists gardening events that are occurring in the Atlanta area that may 
be of interest to the members. The newsletter also includes articles on plants that grow 
well in the Atlanta area or other horticultural information. Each SRGC meeting has a 5-
minute Horticultural Report.
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Design — Member Vickey Cooper led a corsage workshop in February. Members then 
made 60 corsages, which will be presented to the female residents of Meadowbrook 
Nursing Home for Mother’s Day. 


Landscaping — In April and October, SRGC members planted seasonal annuals in the 
concrete planters outside the Garden Center at Callanwolde. Members experimented 
with using Portulaca, Lantana and Angelonia as the summer annuals because they are 
considered to be drought- and heat-tolerant. We followed the “Thriller” (Angelonia), 
“Filler” (Lantana) and “Spiller” (Portulaca) design recommended for containers. The 
Portulaca plants performed the best during the extreme heat of summer 2016. In 
October, plants were replaced with pansies. For the first time, the club planted spring 
bulbs (daffodils, tulips and hyacinths) in the containers under the pansies. It is too early 
to tell how the tulips performed, but the daffodils and hyacinths have been a great 
addition to the spring display. Members watered, fertilized and pruned the annuals as 
needed.  


Environment — Deanna McFarlan presented a “Ban the Bag” program at our 
November meeting. This was followed by a very enthusiastic discussion of the 
problems caused by plastic bags and pros and cons of alternative bags. In January, 
Carol Hayes of Lake Ivanhoe Garden Club presented a program on “Pollinators and 
Amphibians”. She highlighted threats to both. SRGC members support DeKalb County 
recycling efforts and Backyard Wildlife Habitat Certification. Most provide food and 
water for birds.


Community Service (including Garden Therapy) — SRGC members worked as 
hostesses at “Christmas at Callanwolde”. The club put up Christmas decorations on 
three neighborhood signs. Members supported “Fig Leaf”, “Pull a Tab for Ronald 
McDonald House” and “Valentines for Vets” projects.


Our most rewarding community service project was to sponsor a needy family for 
Christmas. This family was identified by the Initiative for Affordable Housing. Working 
from a “wish list”, members donated toys to the 5-year old daughter and 11-year old 
son. Each child received five gifts from the club. The mother received a $50 gift 
certificate for help with her Christmas dinner. 


Scholarship Fund — SRGC had 100% participation in the January “Dollars for 
Scholars” drive. 


Membership — Three new members joined SRGC during the 2016-17 year. 


Communication — Member Barbara Maaskant maintains a website for the club 
(www.shendandoahrose.com). The website includes meeting information, copies of 
newsletters and links to other important websites. Our yearbook is updated on the 
website as changes in schedules, programs and membership occur. The most up-to-
date version of the yearbook can be found at SRGC Yearbook. Barbara Maaskant also 
serves as club photographer, documenting meetings, programs and events. A link to 
these photographs is provided on the website. The club website serves both to keep 
members informed and as a tool for recruiting new members.  


http://www.shendandoahrose.com
http://www.shenandoahrose.com/documents/SRGC%20Yearbook%202015-2-12-16%20final%20updates.pdf
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Fellowship — The first 30 minutes of each SRGC meeting is set aside for socializing, 
with the hostess providing refreshments.  In August, members met at the 1910 Public 
House in Lilburn for our annual summer luncheon. Members also went out for a meal 
following the tour of Oakland Cemetery.


In May, the club held a yard sale. While the primary purpose was to raise funds to 
support club activities, members had a great time socializing. Sitting in the shade of 
the garage on lawn chairs, with fans going in the background, members had time to 
catch up with each other. With so much of life “rush, rush, rush”, it was wonderful to 
have a chance for a leisurely visit with fellow members.  


Participation in DeKalb County Federation of Garden Cubs — Members of SRGC were 
present at all DCFGC meetings. Two members served as Garden Center volunteers 
monthly. Five members served on the Board of the DCFGC. Member Barbara 
Maaskant maintained the DCFGC website, which serves as a important link to the 
outside community. Another member, Sandy Reed, brought the backlog of books to be 
entered into the Garden Center Library’s inventory up to date. Many of the new 
additions to the library were donated by member Alice Boyd. Deanna McFarlan served 
at DCFGC 1st Vice President. The club donated a basket for the Leading Lights 
Luncheon and members served as volunteers for the luncheon. One member was in 
charge of organizing the raffle at Leading Lights. Members participated in Callanwolde 
Clean-up days. One member served on the nominating committee for next term’s 
officers. Members also helped with the Life Members Luncheon.


Participation in Redbud District — Five members served on the Redbud District Board. 
Barbara Maaskant continued to maintain and update the Redbud District website. 
Deanna McFarlan served as Photography Chair for the Yellow Daisy Flower Show. Club 
members entered horticultural specimens and designs in the Yellow Daisy competition. 
SRGC donated a basket to the Redbud District Annual Meeting, which was attended 
by several members. Members were present at District board meetings.


Participation in GCG and Deep South Region — Two members served on the GCG 
Board and one member served as an officer of the Deep South Regional Council. 
Members were present at annual meetings of both organizations. Deanna McFarlan 
coordinated and scheduled all Board Meetings and Conventions for GCG. She also 
served as chair of the new officers nominating committee.


Individual Member Honors and Awards — Alice Boyd is a Master Environmental 
Consultant, Master Flower Show Judge, Master Gardening Consultant and Master 
Environmental Consultant, making her a 5 Star Member of GCG. Deanna McFarlan is a 
Master Landscape Design Consultant. Alice Boyd, Frances Bowen and Deanna 
McFarlan are Life Members of GCG and NGC. Alice Boyd and Deanna McFarlan are 
DSR Life Members.  Three SRGC members are DCFGC Charter Life Members and 
seven additional current members are DCFGC Life Members. The husband of one 
member was honored with a life membership during the 2017 Life Member luncheon. 
Barbara Maaskant was chosen as Member of the Year during the April 2016 DCFGC 
Awards Luncheon.


